Hamas Statements

86

“We oppose appointment in principle, because it comes from the power of the occupation and not from our people.  We also reject the politicization of municipal elections; these are service institutions like chambers of commerce and unions.  We believe that municipal elections should enjoy a national concensus in the interest of our people.”

90

“[Such consultation] only can be done through a general popular referendum inside and outside [Palestine] in an atmosphere that is free of pressure or coercion, so that the Palestinian people will have a say in whatever affects its future, determines its fate and the fate of generations to come.”

A

“in practice, it does not adopt belligerent positions against anyone on the basis of his creed or ideology.  Hamas does adopt a belligerent position, however, once that creed or ideology is translated into aggressive or destructive actions against our umma and nation.”

“The non-Zionist Jew is one who belongs to the Jewish faith, whether as a believer or due to accident of birth, but does not relate to the above ideas and takes no part in aggressive actions against our land and our umma.  The Zionist, on the other hand, is one who embraces the aggressive Jewish ideology and becomes an instrument for the realization of those ideas on our land and against our umma.  On this basis, Hamas will not adopt a hostile position in practice against anyone because of his ideas or his creed but will adopt such a position if those ideas and creed are translated into hostile or damaging actions against our umma and our nation.”

107

“when the leaders of Western imperialism discussed the affairs of our umma and our region and discovered that the object of their long cherished wish would be served by supporting the Zionist entity.  The latter could be instrumental in the service of their interests, which are based on stealing our resources and depriving us of the bases for unity, pride and dignity.”

“world Zionism and the forces of imperialism cleverly are causing one Arab country after the other to drop out of the battle with Zionism so that in the end the Palestinian people will be isolated from their allies.  Egypt, to a very large extent, dropped out of the struggle when it concluded the treasonous Camp David agreements.  Now they are trying to entice other countries to conclude similar agreements and drop out as well.”

110

“Let the Oslo team … know that they do not represent our people, they are not even part of our people.  Let them leave us alone, and our people will know what to do with our enemy.  Our people are quite capable of choosing their representatives and leaders.”

114

“Hamas considers this style to be factional and dictatorial, one that ignores the wishes of the Palestinian people and forces.”

B

Hamas never expected the intifada to lead to the liberation of Palestine.  We are well aware that fundamental historic conditions must be met for liberation to occur.  These are linked organically to the level of political development and the cultural resurgence of the umma as a whole, not just in Palestine.  The role of the intifada was to bring us a few steps closer to the satisfaction of those conditions and to speed progress toward the realization of power and resurgence.”

“the prevalence of prevarication, to the extent of being dishonest in one’s dealings with others,  not living up to one’s commitments to one’s charter and contractual agreements, giving priority to interest over principle in a blatant manner, and the past hegemony of certain factions within the PLO over other organizations, as well as the triumph of individualism and self-interest in government and the monopoly of authority, and the pursuit of personal gain and selfishness.”

“discussing details [of settlement plans] does not signify acceptance of the plans themselves.”

“First, [Hamas] does not reject the interim solution on principle, but rather depending on the resulting entitlements.  Second, the main dispute concerns recognition of the Zionist entity and its continued existence on the soil of Palestine.  Third, in our opinion, the best method in practice to achieve progress beyond the interim solution, in terms of liberating parts of Palestine, is jihad and armed resistance, the most prominent example of which has been the Palestinian intifada.  Fourth, there is a way of accepting an interim solution that is consistent with the shariah, namely, an armistice (hudna).  This differs from a peace agreement in that the armistice has a set duration, and it does not require acceptance of the usurpation of [our] rights by the enemy.  Fifth, the Palestinian people must be allowed to select the strategies determining its destiny through free plebiscites and unrestricted elections for a representative legislature [al-intikhabat at-tashri’iyah al-mutlaqah].  They must be offered a choice concerning the proposals for a political settlement and the choice of an elected and representative leadership.  Hamas will adhere to what ever the people choose – wheter they choose to accept or to reject the political proposals before them – and will accept the results of the choice of leaders who will be the legitimate representatives of the people and who will be in charge of implementing the programs on the basis of which they were elected.”

“[The idea would not have arisen] had it not been for the heroic resistance of the Palestinian people through the intifada with the Islamic forces at their vanguard.  This is due to the fact that the intifada received serious support, and all efforts were directed toward escalating the resistance and increasing its efficiency.  [Had this line been pursued] instead of squandering those efforts in the theatrics of settlement, Israel would have been compelled to withdraw from the Gaza Strip and the West Bank, without [the Palestinians having to submit to] humiliating conditions, such as those that accompanied the Oslo Agreement.”

“In the past, the legitimacy of the PLO and its right of representation stemmed from its close adherence to the unchanging national rights of our people and its defense of those rights.  That legitimacy never was based on an electoral mandate or the free selection of a leadership for the people.  Nevertheless, it had been acceptable to regard the PLO as the sole legitimate representative of the people due to its close adherence in the past to the fundamental national aspirations of the Palestinian people and due to its well-appreciated struggle for liberation, self-determination, and the expulsion of the occupiers.  However, now that the PLO has distanced itself permanently from those objectives – selling them out completely by signing the Oslo and Cairo agreements – and considering that new forces have appeared on the scene, mainly Islamic ones, which are more committed to our people’s national aspirations, it is no longer reasonable or rational to adhere to the image of the PLO as the sole legitimate representative, particularly in the case of the clique that now exercises hegemony over the organization.  This is particularly true because the PLO never enjoyed a prior electoral mandate; had there been such a popular mandate stemming from free and democratic legislative elections to give it legitimacy, the evaluation of this matter would have differed.”

“Contrary to Fateh’s policy of dragging Arab regimes Into the battle for the liberation of Palestine, we believe that one must be fully aware of what one is doing when one gets involved in battle.  The absence of adequate awareness leads to defeat which has been the outcome of our wars with Israel.”

“Hamas’s guideline is to strengthen Arab states, not weaken them, and this is also the basis for its actions.”

C

“that the primary enemy of the Palestinian people as well as the Arab and Islamic umma is the Zionist entity and the Zionist movement.”

“the movement has no quarrel with any foreign nation.  It is not the policy of Hamas to attack or undermine the interests or possessions of various states.”

D

“I want to try … to appeal to an emotion that is present in every human being, the emotion of love.  I do not believe that there is a human who is totally bad, who is so consumed by rancor that he lives his whole life out in hatred.  In brief, the conflict is not a personal one.  We have spoken to him [Arafat].  He knows a lot about people, and he can tell if we are sincere in wanting to solve the problems or not.”

E

“political relations normally are governed by shifting pragmatic interests rather than by enduring abstract theoretical positions based on principle.  Most people perhaps still need to be informed about the perspective of the tradition of Islamic fiqh regarding acting according to one’s interests in the general context of shariah.  This is still unploughed territory.  Many young men with a committed Islamic conscience were shocked when the Muslim Brotherhood in Syria struck an alliance with other  (non-Islamic) political forces.  This only demonstrates the need for greater public awareness on this issue.”

F

“It is impermissible for any individual or group to monopolize the right to make decisions that would determine the future course of our movement.  Any decision adopted by the majority will be binding on everyone.”

“If the council shall have the authority to legislate, why should we not practice opposition within this council as we do in the street?  We can demonstrate that Islam has a presence which must be reckoned with and not leave our foes an unchallenged opportunity to do as they please.”

“We have declared our rejection of self-rule in civilized and non-violent ways.  In the event [the authority is formed] we shall represent the opposition, which has a right to its own institutions.  There can be no encroachment on these institutions, and if there is, it will not be a simple matter, in my opinion, and should be resisted violently.”

G

“[the intifada] is not the final stage of confrontation with Israel but only a phase.  We therefore do not wish to invest our entire capital in a stone throwing war, or in any war that we know will not lead to the overthrow of Israel.”

H

“No doubt our Palestinian people are agitated and unhappy today.  They are saddened and pained by the ignominy, capitulation, and abasement of the Palestinian cause at the hands of a group of our own people who signed [documents]  recognizing the state of Israel, thereby relinquishing all our lands, traditions, holy places, and culture which Israel has usurped.  To put the best face on it, let us say that they tried and failed, but let them not saddle us with this error and its attendant calamities.”

“We could sign an armistice agreement for ten or twenty years on condition that Israel shall withdraw unconditionally from the West Bank, Gaza Strip and East Jerusalem, returning to the borders of 1967, and allowing the Palestinian people the full freedom of self-determination to decide their future.”

“We have expressed our rejection of self-rule in civilized and nonviolent ways.  In that case we should be [treated as] an opposition which has the right to its own institutions that may not be encroached upon.  In the event of an assault on them, it will not pass easily.  It should be resisted violently.”

I

“Discourse should not be simply for posturing; it should not be a form of flexing our muscles in competition; [and] it should not breed new enemies and disputes.”

“We are a people under occupation.  All the visible catastrophes we have suffered are due to the occupation.  It sometimes may seem to us that some of our own people are the cause of some of the tragedies that have befallen us, … but the truth is the truth … The Zionist enemy is the root and the basis of all the suffering of our people, whether this concerns those who remain residents of our sacredc land, or those who have been dispersed far from the precious soil of our homeland.  Our political and informational discourse must focus on the fact that the Zionists are both our foremost and our only enemies, that the central purpose of our people is to resist the Zionist occupation.  This is extremely important, because it focuses attention on the truth, so that one does not stray away from it, and it spares us from becoming embroiled in marginal battles and conflicts that will divert us from our primary task, which is liberation from occupation.”

J

“We are not advocates of isolationism from reality.  Our policy is to react with and influence reality … That does not mean, however , that we are going to be preoccupied by any fait accompli manufactured by others; nor are we going to follow in their footsteps wherever they may lead, not deviating from their path while forgetting the true path to our goal.  Excessive preoccupation with realism has led the Palestinian cause to where it is now.  On the other hand, idealism may not advance us a single step toward the liberation of Palestine … the magnitude of the struggle demands a strategic vision on our part … in addition to interim tactics for dealing with reality.  This does not mean that we should become mired in reality or that our vision should become so myopic that we are unable to see beyond our feet.  We should keep a foot in reality to launch ourselves toward our strategic objective with firm steps.”

K

“Taking part in the elections will guarantee us a legitimate political presence when the elections are over.  We will be sure to be informed about and participate in the making of laws by the elected council under which civil society will be governed.”

L

“Despite the capitulation by Arab governments, the Palestinian cause has been fortunate to attract the participation of [Arab] peoples and has benefited from their initiative during the decades of struggle with the Jewish enemy.  Truthfully, the bright pages of our struggle in the land of Palestine is part of the history of the Arab and Islamic peoples; it is not the history of governments and regimes.  While the umma can be considered the strategic depth of the Palestinian cause and of Hamas as a movement, the popular forces within the umma are the core of that depth.  They are the real reservoir of strength of our movement in its long struggle with the Zionist enemy.  For this reason, Hamas believes it is imperative to consolidate its ties with popular forces and institutions in the Islamic Arab umma and to appeal to their goodness, pride, and generosity.  It also seeks to establish a solid basis of understanding, awareness, and broad vision that will be a common denominator in the umma’s strategic battle of destiny agains the destructive Zionist project.”

M

“We never shall clash with the authority, even if they torture us, even if they shut down our institutions, arrest us, even if they kill us.  I uphold the principle embodied in the word of God, ‘If you reach your hand out to kill me, I shall not reach out my hand to kill you, for I fear God, the Lord of the universe.’ “

“When the armistice expires … we shall look to see whether there still are unresolved problems between us.  If there are outstanding problems, then the armistice is over.  However, if the problems between us have been resolved, we will renew the armistice.”

N

“We therefore are compelled to consider carefully the impact of any decision on our movement to ensure that the decision will multiply our influence in the field, not diminish it.”

O

“Palestine is an indivisible unit, from its north to its south, its coast to its mountains, its sea to its river.”

P

“the movement [Hamas] still believes that the Palestinian people have a right to Palestine from the Mediterranean to the Jordan; that jihad is the path to liberation; and that negotiating with the enemy is totally unacceptable.”

Q

We are not opposed in principle to a solution by stages.  However, we also have grown accustomed to the use of the term “step-by-step” as a euphemism or cover for capitulation.  We now are taling about an interim solution while ignoring the issue of Jerusalem or putting off discussion of the issue … The agreement does not address the question of Jerusalem either in a positive or a negative way.  In the second place, in speaking of an interim solution, we would like the enemy to clarify his position regarding [Security Council] resolutions 242 and 338.  Does Israel understand these resolutions to mean that it will have to withdraw and that a Palestinian state will be created?  If these resolutions mean that, then “step-by-step” here refers to implementation in stages rather than negotiation in stages … but what guarantees will be sufficient to compel Israel to withdraw and establish a Palestinian state?”

R

“I want a Palestinian state.

Palestine has well-known borders.  Those are the borders of a Palestinian state.

Israel is in Palestine.

A Palestinian state should be established on every inch of Palestinian soil that we liberate, without any concessions regarding our remaining rights.

If I were to recognize Israel, it would be all over.  I would have no rights left in Palestine.

We shall cross that bridge when we come to it.

It is up to the representatives of the Palestinian people to answer that.

Those whom the Palestinian people shall elect [are the representatives].”

“If the Palestinian people express their rejection of an Islamic state, I shall respect and honor their will.”

“I want a multi-party democratic state, and I want whomever wins those elections to assume power.

I would respect the wishes of the Palestinian people even if the Communist Party won.

By God, we have dignity and we have rights as a people.  If the Palestinian people were to express their rejection of an Islamic state, I would respect their will and honor their wishes.”

S

“We shall cross that bridge when we come to it.  If [Israel] speaks, we shall speak.  When Israel speaks we shall give our opinion of what it has to say.

Israel is willing to negotiate with anyone, but on the terms and conditions it imposes.  If Israel were to stipulate the terms and conditions that the Palestinian people want, there could be negotiations under those circumstances.  However, it is too early to talk about negotiations.

If Israel were to agree to grant the Palestinian people their rights and to make a declaration to that effect beforehand, then we could discuss the matter.”

T

“That is a doctrinal question and doctrine is an indivisible whole.  According to the text of the Quran, “Praise be to the Lord who took His servant, whom We have blessed, on a midnight journey from the Holy Mosque to the al-Aqsa Mosque.”

Because we no longer have the means, we cannot get our rights either through peace or otherwise.  What  are we to do?”

U

“because force is the only language the enemy understands.  Force is what convinced the enemy, following the years of the blessed intifada, to withdraw from every bit of our territory, which we turned into hell for him, his soldiers and his settlers.  If that defeatist group which is in charge of the PLO leadership had put its energies in this direction, instead of wasting its efforts and its funds pursuing the path of defeat, then the enemy would have withdrawn under the blows of the mujahidin.”

V

In the first place, I want a total Israeli withdrawal from the occupied territories, then to have these territories placed under the supervision of the United Nations.  Afterwards, the Palestinians will be able to choose their representatives.”

W

“With respect to the armistice as an interim solution, we are not opposed to the idea, because it safeguards the right of the Palestinians to demand that their homeland be returned to them.  An armistice in this context means not recognizing Israel.  Sheikh Yassin set a time limit on it, namely ten years which is consistent with the Hudaibah truce and is not inconsistent with religious law.”

X

As a resistance movement, it is our opinion that if the enemy’s government wishes to extricate itself from this impasse, it should not seek to impose surrender on the Palestinian people.  There could be a peace treaty or an armistice that would provide an exit from the complicated situation in the region and allow disengagement from the crisis.”

“free elections in which the Palestinian people would choose their elected leaders, who in turn will express the aspirations of the Palestinian people regarding the future of the struggle.  If Hamas wins the elections, it will implement its well-known position on the struggle.  If Hamas is in the minority, it will express its opinion freely, but will respect the opinion of the elected majority.”

Y

“One can envision an agreement for a limited period, let us say 15 years, but not forever … I cannot commit future generations to that course of action.  They will have to decide for themselves.”

Z

“Abdel-Shafi’s request for a referendum constitutes a basic change and an indication of the success of Palestinian popular pressure in making the people’s position known.  In the next phase, the Madrid/Washington team should reconsider its calculations and review its position and go back to the Palestinian people to ask them to decide the issue.”

AA

“the Palestinian people  now have become leaderless, and therefore, it is necessary to find [new ] leadership.  If the PLO claimed that it represented the Palestinian people when it was pursuing the liberation of Palestine, then with what right can it claim that it represents the Palestinian people now that it has recognized Israel and given all of Palestine to it.”

BB

“The First Pillar: The front or alliance should be able gradually and naturally to evolve into a real alternative leadership.  It should not attempt to leap over the intervening stages.  In this way, it will gain support from prominent figures, whether for its declared or undeclared positions.

The Second Pillar: One does not acquire legitimacy by declaring that one has it, as much as it comes about through a process of natural evolution.  It is possible, in the event of the failure of the Gaza-Jericho First Agreement and of plans for a political settlement in general – which is what we are seeking – that the alliance formula will turn into a formula for the collective leadership of the Palestinian people, which is truly representative of that people and its aspirations.  However, going about it the other way around would be impractical and pernicious.  Should an organization that sets itself up as an alternative degenerate into a mere opposition front, its members then would lose their credibility and their flexibility.

The Third Pillar: The declaration on the formation of an alternative organization at this time depends on local , regional, and global circumstances, most of which are not propitious.  In addition, such a declaration would result in a grueling fight with Yasir Arafat himself.  In that case, Hamas would bear the lion’s share of the cost of such a battle, which would sap our efforts and divert them from the battle with the enemy.

The Fourth Pillar: We in Hamas, because of our powerful presence inside the Occupied Territories, must bear the consequences of any collective decision by the ten fasa’il [TRO], where as the effect of such a decision on the other fasa’il would be limited because of the limited nature of their presence and influence in the Occupied Territories.  Therefore, we are bound to examine closely the repercussions any decision will have on our movement, as we would like it to augment our influence, not diminish it.”

CC

“In this period when the movement was expanding, acquiring grassroots support, and was embracing the causes and concerns of the Palestinian people, it was obligated to admit all groups belonging to the Palestinian people and to acknowledge all the forces that were operating and had influence in that arena…

This shall not weaken the movement,  nor deviated it from its course; it only will make it stronger, more credible and realistic, and will instill greater confidence in the Palestinian people with all their leanings.  It will dismantle barriers isolating it form others and will foster understanding and a coming together with others, which will serve [the general ] interest.  Just as Hamas hopes to satisfy its own interests in this coming together and coordination with others, it also realizes that the others are using the same self-interested logic.  There is no harm in this for Hamas, particularly considering that it is the biggest and strongest party, and the closest one to the realities and leanings of the Palestinian people.”

DD

“The Christians of Palestine are an inseparable part of the Palestinian people and the Arab nation and its national identity.

The Christians should enjoy the same civil rights, and have the same obligations, as the rest of the Palestinian people.

They should be reminded of the religious and patriotic significance of their ties to their holy sites and their land.

Their religious feasts and holidays should be referred to in releases by the leadership of the intifada, and we should try to co-celebrate those feasts when possible.

They should be asked not to emigrate under the monstrous pressure of [Israeli] terrorism, and its aggressive and beastly conduct toward our people.

We should stress how important it is for them to participate in the political life and struggle of the Palestinian people during the occupation and after liberation.

We should establish solid relations with their religious and political leaders, enlist their support for nationalist positions, and consult their leaders on the general affairs of the country.

We should continue to make reference to them in the movement’s releases and on their special occasions.”

67

“gatherings of Muslims would visit the homes of Christians, extending their best wishes for the holiday, and blessing the unity and solidarity of our people.”

EE

“It [Hamas] was calling for war while everyone was marching toward peace.”

FF

“It is astonishing and worthy of disapproval that the decision to resume negotiations was made despite the insistence by Israeli prime minister Yitzhak Rabin that no initiative would be undertaken and no real concessions made concerning the substantial issues at the talks.”

32

“[Palestinians] have suffered more calamities, slaughter, and torture than anywhere else.”

64

“[Hamas] condemns the expulsion and deportation of Palestinian students and residents from Egypt and some states in the Gulf and deems such action to be a stab in the back of the Palestinian cause and the blessed intifada.”

GG

“[Hamas] had been taken by surprise, as had the other Muslims, by Iraq’s military intervention in Kuwait.

Although Hamas has sided with Iraq in the face of American threats, that does not mean that it [accepts] the existing state of affairs, nor does it constitute a bias toward one side or the other.”

“[The solution] has to be based first of all on the withdrawal of foreign forces from the region and Iraqi forces from Kuwait; that an Arab or an Islamic force should be stationed in the hotly disputed border areas; that the people of Kuwait should have the right of determining the future of their country; and that disputes should be settled in an Arab or Islamic framework which will ensure that Iraq’s demands concerning the drawing of borders or the repayment of debts arising from the war with Iran and other [debts] will receive due consideration.”

HH

“First of all we demand that the Iraqi troops should withdraw from Kuwait.”

II

“The achievement of economic independence through Arab economic complementarity and a unified oil policy.

Gaining military independence by developing a modern armament industry.

Attaining political independence by using the media and cultural agencies to frame issues in their proper context, as a battle of the ummah, and a battle for destiny and existence, fought against a tyrannical enemy allied with the historic enemies of this nation.”

JJ

“Egypt’s influence and interests in the region clash with the expansion of Israel’s interests and its influence, either directly or via its partners in the region.”

KK

“[Hamas] is eager to consolidate its relations with various public groups, irrespective of their ideological or political affiliations, considering that the Palestinian cause and the Zionist threat concern the entire ummah, although priority should be given to Islamic movements and grass-roots institutions with an Islamic leaning.

Hamas shall avoid involvement in disputes and rivalries among Islamic movements or institutions working in the same sector or in the same geographic area; and it shall not align itself with one faction against any other.

Hamas shall avoid racial, regional, or sectarian divisions that exist in the Arab and Islamic ummah, and it shall refrain from participation in the details of ideological or theological (fiqhiyah) disputes.

Hamas shall adopt positions and information policies that foster other just causes of Islamic peoples and movements and organizations.  It shall ally itself with justice and against injustice and always champion human values and human rights.  In circumstances under which it is not free to act, Hamas may remain silent, but under no circumstances will it support a position that is unjust.

In its relationships, contacts, and the positions it adopts, Hamas respects the customs of peoples, their special characteristics, and their traditions but will not itself participate in those practices that are forbidden by the shariah.

Hamas’s [policy] in its relations with grass-roots organizations and personalities is to concentrate on [cultivating relations with] key figures in each stratum and group, such as important scientists, intellectuals, journalist, and public relations officials, because that is more productive and yields faster results for the movement.”

“Hamas’s dealings with foreign states and international organizations, regardless of any pre-existing political and ideological baggage, will be to serve the interests of the Palestinian people, their cause, and their rights.

Hamas will not undertake any moral or political commitments that contradict its firm Islamic and nationalistic principles in exchange for the establishment of political relations.

Hamas’s interest in making contact and establishing relations with foreign states and international organizations is to seek their support and sympathy and does not violate its basic commitments and strategic position.

Hamas’s relations with any foreign state or international organization will be affected either negatively or positively, by the positions and policies adopted by that party toward the Palestinian cause.

Hamas considers Palestine to be the battleground against the Zionist enemy and is careful not to transfer that conflict to foreign soil.

Hamas has no dispute with any foreign state or international organization, and the movement’s policy is not to attack the interests or possessions of foreign states.

Hamas welcomes any international efforst, the purpose of which is to end the occupation, its tyranny and hegemony over the Palestinian people, and its repressive practices.  Hamas also welcomes any international aid that will improve the health and economic conditions of the Palestinian people under occupation.

Hamas opposes any resolutions that detract from the rights of the Palestinian people and foster the policies and positions of the Zionist enemy of the Palestinian people.  However, it does not in any way seek the enmity of the United Nations.

Hamas is in solidarity with the cause of national liberation throughout the world and supports the legitimate aspirations of peoples seeking deliverance from occupation and colonialism.

Hamas is in solidarity with states that are subjected to intimidation  because of their just positions, and the movement seeks to fortify the positive positions of those states through expressions of support.

Hamas’s priority is to develop relations with states having international influence, but that does not mean that it will ignore other, less influential states.

Hamas declares its solidarity with Arab and Islamic states that are under pressure or subject to threats from world powers because of legitimate positions they have adopted, but Hamas will not enter into a conflict with those powers.”

LL

“the relationship Hamas maintains with Iran is clear and above board and is based on the mobilization of maximal support for the Palestinian cause, considering that it is an Islamic cause.”

“there are certain ways  in which the Iranian people support the Palestinian people so as to foster their steadfastness in the Occupied Territories.”

MM

“[The relationship between Iran and Hamas] is based on mutual respect , the alignment of positions, and political and strategic perspectives on the settlement, without anyone dictating to anyone else.”

“[The objective was one of] mobilizing moral and material support for the Palestinian people and consolidating the Islamic dimension of the issue.”

“The most important of these attempts included a meeting between the deputy chief of staff of the enemy army, Amnon Shahak, with the brother, ‘Imad al-Faluji, who was detained in Gaza’s central prison in February 1994; a discussion between two members of the occupation central command and the brother, Dr. Mahmoud al-Rumhi, who was held in Hebron’s central prison to await trail for being the poltical director of Hamas in the Ramallah area; a contact made by an Israeli living in Europe with Dr. Mahmoud al-Zahhar; and a further communication by the same Israeli with a person close to Hamas in one of the European countries whereby Israel offered to negotiate with Hamas through a third party (an Arab country) in such a way that this country would communicate the demands of the movement to the Zionist entity and vice versa.  Rabin’s declaration in February 1994 represented a readiness for dialogue as a culmination to this series of attempts.”

“The first [goal] is to exert pressure on Arafat by putting him on notice that there is a strong competitor with whom Israel can negotiate.  The aim would be to push him into making more concessions.  The second is to probe Hamas’s position on participation in the self-government authority and on stopping the armed struggle.  The third goal is to soften the movement’s political and military line.  The fourth is to ensure the success of self-government by giving Hamas an effective role in its leadership.”

NN

“The NATO decision to confiscate the defensive weapons of the Muslims in order to secure the hegemony of European forces acting under the banner of the United Nations, while allowing the Serbs the opportunity to withdraw and keep possession of their heavy weapons betrays the biased intentions of the West.

Hamas expressed bitterness over this persistent bias, which it perceived as indicative of the enmity between Muslims and the West: Arabs and Muslims are fed up with the extent of crude Western hypocrisy with regard to the Bosnian tragedy.  They do not doubt that the Western nations lack any sense of the political and historical responsibility they bear when they deal with this human tragedy, nor do they have a sense of the public anger that pervades the Islamic ummah and which will be a determining factor in shaping the future order of political relations between Muslims and Western peoples.”

OO

“The Indian army in Kashmir indiscriminately opened fire on Muslims who were demonstrating against the siege of their mosques.”

PP

“realize the aspirations of their people and to cut the apron strings of dependence on the arrogant, colonial West, to liberate themselves from it, and to become one with their peoples who yearn for the might of Islam which will allow them to achieve dignity.”

39

“the world Islamic movement to redouble its information effort abroad on behalf of Hamas in order to break the media blackout – imposed by the agencies of the enemy and the subservient regimes in the region – about the jihad of the Palestinian people inside the Occupied Territories.”

QQ

“What sort of Islamic summit is this that supports the containment and slow death for eighteen million Muslims in Iraq?  What sort of Islamic summit is it that supports conferences of capitulation and the surrender of the holiest of the holies of Islam and Muslims?”

RR

“Issue an appeal to Amnesty International and all human rights organizations to expose the humanitarian dimension of the suffering of the Palestinian people.

Make Muslims aware of the justice of the Palestinian causes.

Publicize the (recent) wave of arrests [of Hamas members] and the objectives of such campaigns.

Send memoranda to the PLO and a number of its leaders protesting the organization’s indifference to the arrest of sheikh Ahmad Yassin and other prominent Hamas figures.

Direct the organization’s members who deliver Friday sermons to support their brethren [in Palestine].

Urge Muslims to give donations to Hamas and the intifada in the form of gifts, contributions, and charity.”

SS

“The language between us and the occupying enemy forever shall remain a language of resistance and struggle and not one of negotiations, concessions, or capitulations.”

TT

“an initiative in April 1994 to remove civilians from the arena of struggle between  Palestinian mujahideen and Zionist occupation forces and to spare them the brunt of military operations.  This may be done by having [Prime Minister] Rabin issue clear instructions to the occupation army, [Israeli ] settlers, and Arab collaborators to stop attacking or targeting Palestinian civilians for killing, arrest, and house demolition.  In exchange, Hamas’s Qassam Brigades will confine their activities only to military targets and to armed Zionist elements.”

UU

“readiness to deal with any positive (efforts) that aim to discuss the political dimension of the problem and its ramifications on the interest and future of all sides, with a view to achieving peace, security, freedom, independence, and sovereignty for our people.”

VV

“Hamas respects the opinion of the Palestinian public even if it runs against its wishes.  But others too must respect the opinion of the public if it says ‘yes’ to Islam.”

WW

“Hamas will oppose [self-rule]but it will not employ violence against anyone who adopts the path of self-rule.

Hamas asks others to respect [the right of] any group to voice its opinion in a democratic fashion without resorting to violence.”

XX

“In the final analysis, however, we respect the viewpoints of others and believe in cooperation with any other party if this serves the Palestinian cause.”

YY

“Differences of political opinion, position, and view points are a natural and healthy phenomenon found among all peoples in the world, and differences of opinion do not ruin the cause of friendship.  Each faction has the right to express its positions, viewpoints, and beliefs in the manner it chooses, as long as that manner is civilized, not dictated, and avoids violence.

We declare that we categorically are opposed to hegemonistic attitudes, the silencing of others, and the disregarding, belittling, undermining, or elimination of opposing viewpoints.  No faction has the right to force its opinion on others or to claim for itself a mandate over others.

No factions has the right to encroach on, obstruct, nullify, or abrogate the political activities of another factions, so long as such activities are within the realm of acknowledged civilized and acceptable acts of opposition, such as statements to the media, or sit-ins, marches, demonstrations, and strikes, etc.

No faction has the right to claim that it represents the majority or that other factions are in the minority in the absence of free, honest, and unbiased elections to choose which side shall represent the majority of our people.  [Failing that], any claims in this regard shall remain mere speculation or illusion with no legitimate or rational foundation.”

ZZ

“There is no other way to choose representatives of the people except by electing them.”

“[The only elections acceptable to the Palestinians are] those which are conducted under international supervision, [because that] guarantees the freedom of the majority of citizens.”

“[There should be a] total Israeli withdrawal, and that a United Nations force should oversee the transition to a Palestinian state.”

AAA

“Determine  the deployment of Israeli army before, during, and after the elections; determine the situation of the security detainees and prisoners; determine who would supervise the elections; determine how to guarantee the honesty of the elections; determine how much coordination between Palestinians inside and outside Israel will be permitted; and determine the status of Palestinians outside [Palestine].  If these issues are resolved in a satisfactory manner, then the holding and participation in elections will be acceptable.”

BBB

“If the Council is to enjoy legislative authority, I believe it is preferable to participate in [the elections] rather than not.  Because we express our opposition by going out into the street, why shouldn’t we express our opposition from within the heart of the legislative institution which, in the future, will assume the right to represent the Palestinian people and to pass laws and regulations that suit its fancy and its leanings?”

“Municipal, societal, student body, and professional elections is [nevertheless] taking place under occupation.”

“Is it permissible that a Muslim may serve as an errand boy in a cabinet minister’s office or in parliament, but that he may not be a deputy in parliament, in which capacity he is better able to serve his faith, his calling, and his ummah?”

CCC

“Of course, there are no specific political groups that propound this view.  However, the view has been put forward by certain opposition forces that do not consitute a clear majority [within their organizations].”

DDD

“Holding fair elections is a just demand by the people; it is a realistic [expectation] and not an unattainable fancy.  It is up to the Palestinian Authority, through its actions, to alleviated the fears, doubts and suspicions of the opposition, and to prove in practice that it seeks fair elections in the service of the general interest of the Palestinian people.”

EEE

“The Council whose members were to be elected derived from Oslo, and it would be limited by the ceiling set by Oslo; Israel would retain the right to abrogate any Council resolutions that it did not like; holding these elections meant abrogating the rights of four million Palestinians living in the diaspora because they were not permitted to participate; the manner in which the elections were to be conducted would consolidate the annexation of Jerusalem by Israel, given that the Palestinian residents of Jerusalem would be required to send in their ballots by mail, confirming their status as foreigners residing on foreign soil; and ultimately what is required of the Council is to legitimize Oslo.  It would be an ineffectual body that would have no choice but to endorse the steps toward a final settlement.”

FFF

“A careful assessment of the daily state of affairs and of concrete developments calls for a strategy to maximize advantage without compromising fundamentals.

Participation in the elections will not amount to a surrender fo Hamas’s political position as long as the movement contest the elections under the banner of all the principles with which it is identified.

Participation would guarantee a legitimate political presence for the movement after the elections, and hamas would have secured a guarantee against decrees that could outlaw the movement.

Hamas would be kept informed of, and be in a position to participate in, the formulation of legislation governing civil society that will emanate from the elected Council, thus securing a guarantee against exclusion.

Hamas would be in a position to introduce significant and badly needed reforms in domestic institutions and could combat the spread of corruption.

Hamas could participate int eh creation of official institutions, something for which it always has asked, in keeping with its emphatic desire to participate in civil society and to promote internal development.

Hamas would be well informed of developments in the final status negotiations and what is to come after that.

Hamas could secure protection for itself and the institutions it has sponsored over the years, and its political leaders and prominent figures would enjoy parliamentary immunity.

Participation in the elections would be a response to the demand of a significant number of our people who are looking for an honest alternative and God-fearing candidates so that they can rest at ease about action in various areas of life.”

GGG

“The election results indicated that Fateh was burdened with a deep internal crisis.  Furthermore, the killing of the engineer ‘Ayyash occurred at the height of the electoral campaign and created additional sympathy among the Palestinian public for Hamas.”

HHH

“This center has specialized for some time in assigning the ratio of 18 percent to Hamas; CPRS had predicted in a poll conducted before the al-Najah University elections that Hamas  could win at most only 32 seats, whereas in fact it won 39 seats (the same as Fateh).  Therefore we doubt the credibility of the center and its polls.”


III

“Our steadfast mosques are the castles which always have been the fortresses of rebellions against all forms of occupation since the turn of the century.  They are one of the most important pillars of the independence of Palestinian civil society from any occupation or tyrannical rule.  Maintaining the free and independent status of mosques is a red line which our people will observe strictly.”

